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IN MEMORY OF 

MICHAEL A. ZEMANEK 

December 06, 1990 to August 01, 2013 
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CHIEF’S                                                                                                                        

MESSAGE 

                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another year has come to an end and as I write this report, I feel a deep appreciation to all who were 

responsible for this place; our police station is now 5 years old. Reflecting upon the past year, the 

departure of Chief Chris Outten and the untimely death of Officer Michael Zemanek had a significant 

impact upon the officers and staff of this department and community. 

 

When I was asked to serve as Interim Chief after the departure of Chris Outten in late February 2013, I 

was reluctant because the role was never my intention upon joining this department in late 2008. In the 

past thirty years, I spent half that time in a management role as a working Chief.   

 

It is the intent of most proactive, municipal, police departments to provide 24/7 coverage to the 

community they serve and we are no exception.  A lean budget and manpower gaps within the 

department does provide a challenge, however we continue to move forward to make that concept the 

norm, rather than the exception. 

 

Community policing in Northfield is delivered with an authorized strength of 7 full-time police officers 

who are certified, caring and dedicated, who believe in integrity, fairness and service to the community.  

Our community policing services are delivered by Sgt. Brian Hoar, Cpl. Chris Quesnel; Officers Ryan 

Koch, Chris Hoar, Dan Withrow and Detective Charles Satterfield.  In addition, the department has a 

support staff to include, Administrative Assistant/Dispatch Eva Ciampaglia and Karen Bennett; Officers 

Michael Armantrout, Nate Messier, Joseph Carriveau and Animal Control/Officer Justin Pickel.  

Your police department has been busy this past year with our Bike Patrol team being very visible from 

late “Spring” until “Halloween”. We participated in the annual Northfield Safety Day, National 

Prescription Drug Drop Day and the National Walk to School Day.  The department plans to establish a 

town wide “Neighborhood Collaborative” in 2014, much like the Northfield Falls Neighborhood Watch 

who continue to be astonished by the positive results they have witnessed as they work in concert with 

the police department. 
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CHIEF’S MESSAGE 

The department continued to move forward with the creation of a part-time “Detective” position filled 

by Chuck Satterfield.  The funding for this position was made possible due to an unfilled 6
th

 position 

within the Full-time, patrol officer budget. The Detective position has undoubtedly made a huge 

difference in the department’s ability to investigate and solve many crimes that historically created 

massive case loads for the patrol officer. 

The department continues to nurture a relationship with Norwich University and appreciates the 

invaluable technical assistance provided by Dr. Peter Stephenson within the scope of the police 

department’s Cyber/Digital Forensic investigations. 

We have started a “Police Internship” program with interested students from Norwich University who 

volunteer their time to the police department and provide non-law enforcement functions that in fact, 

free up patrol officers. 

In addition, Norwich University as part of the 2014 Crime Analysis Projects will conduct a 

comprehensive analysis of crime trends in Northfield, past and current and how the department’s size 

and budget might have an impact on crime levels. 

Highway traffic safety has been an important aspect in our community and the department continues this 

responsibility with grants provided by the Governors’ Highway Safety Program. Northfield Police is 

now a designated Child Passenger Safety Seat Center with the program being supervised by Corporal 

Christopher Quesnel who recently became a certified technician. 

Like many other communities, Northfield continues to feel a financial crunch concerning taxes and town 

services.  For Northfield, the merger between the Village and the Town has created some bumps in the 

road for us all.  The police operating budget for 2014/2015 has been “Level Funded” and was then 

reduced about another 10 percent.  We all want to do our part and understand the need to be financially 

responsible as employees during these difficult times.  However, it is so important to also understand 

that the true cost of police services is not reflected in the 2014/15 budget. 

 

Complaints and calls for police services for the past year totaled 2188, almost equal to the previous year. 

 

Substance abuse and addiction continues to be the driving factor in the majority of crimes committed in 

Northfield and follows a nationwide trend. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to thank the very dedicated officers and staff of the Northfield Police 

Department who go above and beyond the call of duty every single day of the year to insure and deliver 

an above average quality of life for the Town of Northfield.  However, we could not provide that 

service, without the help and support of the Northfield Fire Department, Northfield Ambulance and the 

Northfield Highway Department.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

James C. Dziobek, Jr. 

CHIEF OF POLICE 
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QUICK FACTS ABOUT NORTHFIELD 
 

 

 

Population: 
Town of Northfield: 6,207 (2010 Census) 
Norwich University: 3,500 
 
Total Square Miles: 
Town of Northfield: 43.5 square miles 
 

The Force: 
Authorized Full-time Police Officers: 06 
Civilian: 02 
Part-time Officers: 05  
 
Quick Facts about the Northfield Police Department 
 

 More than 80% of the Northfield Police Department’s officers and staff has an Associate degree or 
higher. 
 

 The Department offers free home and business surveys to citizens of the community. 
 

 The Department has available live scan fingerprinting for citizens requiring fingerprints for 
employment. 
 

 Citizens needing to insure proper Child Seat Installation, can get a check up or have one installed 
by the department Certified Child Car Seat Technician.   
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Mission Statement 

The Mission of the Northfield Police Department is to safeguard life and property, preserve the peace, 
prevent and detect crime, enforce the law, and protect the rights of all citizens. Working in partnership 
with the community, we will strive to uphold the law fairly and consistently.  

Vision Statement 
The members of the Northfield Police Department are committed to providing the highest 
quality police services to the people who live, work and visit our Town.  
 
Core Values 

Integrity 

We uphold the public trust by being honest. We maintain the highest standards of ethical and moral 
character. 

Fairness 

We treat everyone with respect and dignity in an unbiased manner. We protect constitutional rights 
through impartial enforcement of the law. 

Service 

We provide dedicated and compassionate service to all. We aspire to improve the quality of life in 
partnership with the community. 

WITH HONOR, WE SERVE 
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NORTHFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT 

ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 

 

NORTHFIELD SELECT BOARD                                  NORTHFIELD VILLAGE TRUSTEES 

 

               John Quinn, III, Chair  

,         Matthew Gadbois, Vice Chair                                                      Dennis Donahue, Chair 

                     Bradford Denny                                                                         Kevin T. Beal                                       

                     Kenneth Goslant                                                                     K. David Maxwell 

                        Chris Bradley                                                                           James Wilson 

 

TOWN MANAGER                                                        VILLAGE MANAGER 

Robert Lewis                                                                    Steve Fitzhugh 

 

 

CHIEF OF POLICE 

JAMES C. DZIOBEK, JR 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/DISPATCHER 

EVA CIAMPAGLIA 

                                                                   KAREN BENNETT 

         

SERGEANT 

BRIAN HOAR 

          

CORPORAL 

CHRISTOPHER QUESNEL 

 

FULL-TIME OFFICERS 

RYAN KOCH 

CHRISTOPHER HOAR 

DANIEL WITHROW 

 

PART-TIME OFFICERS 

MICHAEL ARMANTROUT 

JUSTIN PICKEL 

NATHAN MESSIER 

JOSEPH CARRIVEAU 

 

DETECTIVE 

CHARLES SATTERFIELD 
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THE NUMBERS BEHIND THE BADGE 

 

All law enforcement agencies across the United 

States are required to report crime statistics in what 

is known as a Uniform Crime Report (UCR) to the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation each year. 

 

To meet this federal requirement, many police  

departments across the State of Vermont are 

directly connected to the Vermont Information 

Based Reporting System (VIBRS) and then sent to 

the FBI on our behalf and in addition to the other 

departments in Vermont.  

 

In addition to the VIBRS information the 

department has broken our information down 

further to look at work done within the Village of 

Northfield, the Town of Northfield and Norwich. 
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CRIMINAL PROSECUTION 

 

All criminal prosecution for the Town of Northfield is handled by the State of Vermont, 

Office of the Washington County State’s Attorney, located at 255 North Main Street, 

Suite 9, Barre, Vermont 05641. 

 

The Washington County State’s Attorney is Thomas M. Kelly, who has a staff of 3 

Deputy State’s Attorney’s: Kristin Wood, Megan Campbell and Jason Hart. 
 

The Northfield Police Department filed 139 CRIMINAL CASES with the 
Washington County State’s Attorney during 2013. 

 
Cases sent by the MONTH: 

 
JANUARY- 12 

FEBRUARY- 10 
MARCH- 11 
APRIL- 13 
MAY- 13 
JUNE- 13 
JULY- 15 

AUGUST- 09 
SEPTEMBER- 12 

OCTOBER- 08 
NOVEMBER- 13 
DECEMBER- 10 

 
AVERAGE: 

11.58 Criminal Cases filed per month. 
2.67 Criminal Cases per week. 
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Criminal Prosecution 
2013-Crimes Charged: 

 
 

BURGLARY- 03 
DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE ( DUI) - 42 

CARELESS AND NEGLIGENT OPERATION (C&N)- 03 
POSSESSION OF MALT BEVERAGES (PMB) - 07 

ENABLING-ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES- 05 
FALSE INFORMATION TO POLICE- 04 

ATTEMPTING TO ELUDE- 04 
DOMESTIC ASSAULT- 09 

CRIMINAL DRIVING UNDER SUSPENSION (DLS)- 21 
UNLAWFUL TRESPASS (UT)- 09 

SIMPLE ASSAULT- 06 
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT- 02 

SEXUAL ASSAULT-03 
LEUD ACTS  ( L&L) - 01 

LEUD ACTS WITH A CHILD- 01 
RESISTING ARREST- 04 

ASSAULT ON A POLICE OFFICER- 02 
LEAVING THE SCENE OF AN ACCIDENT (LSA)- 03 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT (DC)- 03 
DC BY PHONE- 02 

UNLAWFUL MISCHIEF (UM)- 04 
CRULTY TO ANIMALS- 01 

CONTRIBUTING TO THE DELINQUENCY OF A CHILD- 01 
VIOLATION CONDITIONS OF RELEASE (VCR)-12 

ABUSE PREVENTION ORDER VIOLATION- 01 
GRAND LARCENY (GL)- 02 
PETTY LARCENY (PL)- 01 

FRAUD BY CHECK- 01 
POSSESSION OF STOLEN PROPERTY-05 

RETAIL THEFT- 02 
UNLAWFUL DRUG POSSESSION- 02 
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